Waiheke RSC Coastal Classic Charity Race

Yesterday (Tuesday) 3 of the Wattle Warriors caught the 1000 ferry to Waiheke Island, we were picked by commodore Glenn at Kennedy Point and he drove us around The Esplanade shown the course, starting at eastern end of Surfdale, 
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around the headland to Blackpool round a turning mark at the western end and back to the middle of the beach to the finish off the “Mad Butcher’s place” yes Sir Peter  is the patron for the club. Glenn did mention that the Pohutukawa trees blocked your view and needed to walk quickly to the gaps between the trees, more on that latter.
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I think there 15 DF65 and the 3 DF95’s started in the 15 to 20 knt NE blowing offshore. The ”B” fleet started at 1230 followed the “A” fleet and then the DF95’s at 1245, we have the overview of the earlier fleets where to sail, close to the shore, a bit offshore or 50 meters offshore, by the time we started 2 boats where around the headland.
At the start 74 was OCS and returned give 43 and 21 a head start, basically we took the middle course with 43 round mark A first 21 second and 74 3rd, we were walking along the beach on the boats stern quarter but then realizing that we climb up the bank to get onto the road to head around the point, by this time the boats were  screaming downwind, so the gentle beach walk become a road run to catch up to the boats, there was a lot of heavy breathing. Lucky the boat were getting knockdown as there was not way we (me) would have kept up ,with the boats, then I remembered Glenn’s comment about a “quick walk between trees” fine for 65’s but 95’s?????
On the first part of the run 43 got into trouble blaming the rudder not working and was seen heading SE, 74 kept offshore and gained a lot of distance while 21 stayed close to the shore.
I think I was on the second set fingers and toes for the number of knockdowns, there was one the boat was just laying on it side for ages, a quick brain flash “bugger I lost the bulb” maybe we need reefing sails next time.
74 rounded the headland leading but well offshore and we where catching the 65’s, 21 rock hopped along the shoreline and rounding mark B first 74 second a 43 starting to catch up, more rock hopping to mark C with the light an fluky coming in all directions 21 rounded first 43 second and 74 third.
Along Blackpool beach was reach with a building breeze as we cleared the headland, half way along the beach 43 took the lead by 10 boat lengths so 21 headed offshore to get a faster angle into mark D its was close but 43 rounded the to starboard so 21 was able to take back the lead.

The final leg to the finish was a beat with 21 doing a long port leg back out to sea while 43 tacked up the middle and gained a lot of ground at one stage looking like taking the lead but a lucky wind shift saved 21 and took the gun by about 3 boat lengths from 43 and 74 was about another 20 lengths further back. Some of the islanders had a sail with our boats and could their heads around the big jump in performance over the 65’s
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One of the reasons we went across was to demonstrate the 95 to the club members as several have recently purchased them and to get more into the 95’s and have Waiheke as a host for the Traveller’s Series.

Prizegiving was up at the “Club House” the Sol Bar and Grill where the 43 and 74 caught with some of their old mates “ misspent dinghy youth” luck I took the IOR offshore sailing route far more “refined”.

On the way back to the ferry our chauffeur drove us to their sailing spots, the causeway and Anzac Bay all tidal so they sail 1 hour before and after full tide.

Nigel and I had a debrief at Grangers Half Moon Bay, to celebrate a successful day and “add to next year’s calendar” also note to myself stay on the bow quarter along Surfdale and get on the road before rounding the mark then I won’t have to run so far.

WE WILL RETURN.

$360 went to the Waiheke Coast Guard.
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